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1
SEED TREATING DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to treating seeds. More specifically,
this invention relates to a device that provides chemicals to
seed for treatment.

For years companies have attempted to improve agricul-
tural seeds by adding chemicals to the seeds in order to
enhance yield, growth, and the like. Specifically, in addition
to utilizing fertilizers and herbicides in the field seeds can be
chemically treated before planting in order to improve crops
yields, plant health, and the like.

Currently in the art a machine is provided that receives
seeds within a chamber where chemicals are injected within
the chamber for treatment of the seeds. This is typically done
by the utilization of a syringe or other flow device that rapidly
places the chemical fluid into the chamber. Presently, the
amount of fluid used within the chamber is determined by the
weight of the seed that is inputted into the chamber.

While this type of device is effective at introducing the
seeds to the chemicals problems still remain. In particular, the
chemicals utilized in treating the seeds are typically very
expensive and a large amount of the chemicals are wasted
during the treatment process. In particular, because a syringe
is used and because the chemicals are added based on the
weight of the seeds excess chemicals are pumped into the
seed treating chamber thus creating waste and increased
expense that is undesired. Thus, a need in the art exists for an
improved device or method for treating seeds with chemicals.

Therefore, a principal object of the present invention is to
provide a seed treating device that reduces the amount of
chemicals needed to treat seeds.

Yet another object of the present invention is to provide a
seed treating device that is efficient and eliminates waste.

These and other objects, advantages and features will
become apparent from the specification and claims.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A seed treating device that has an input secured to a frame.
The frame has a mixing chamber for receiving seed from the
input. A pump is fluidly connected to the chamber to provide
a chemical treatment into the mixing chamber in order to
chemically treat seeds therein.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a seed treating device;

FIG. 2 is a side perspective view of a mixing chamber of a
seed treating device;

FIG. 3 is a top cut-away plan view of a mixing chamber of
a seed treating device with an input removed; and

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of a seed treating device.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

The figures show a seed treating device 10 having a frame
12 that includes support members 14 and a cabinet 16.
Secured to the cabinet 16 is a transparent cover 18 that pro-
vides protection to the seed treating device 10 while still
allowing an individual to see the operation of the device 10.

An input device 20 is detachably and hingeably secured to
the frame 12. The input device 20 has a housing 22 with an
opened first end 24 that extends to an open second end 25 for
conveying seeds 26. The input housing 22 houses a gate 28
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that is rotatably connected to a rotatable actuating device 30
that is positioned in the housing such in a first position seeds
26 cannot pass through the open second end 25 and in a
second position the gate 28 is rotated to provide a communi-
cation path through the housing 22 from the first end 24 to the
second end 25. The actuating device 30 is electrically con-
nected to a control unit 32 in order to control the flow of seed
through the input 20. The input 20 additionally has a sensor 34
that is electrically connected to the control unit 32 in order to
send an electrical signal that indicates when the input 20 is
pivoted away from or detached from the frame 12.

A mixing chamber 36 is disposed within the frame 12
adjacent the second open end 25 of the input 20 in order to
receive seed 26 from the input 20. The mixing chamber 36
includes a blade assembly 38 that has a rotatable shaft 40 that
is secured to a blade 42 via fastening elements 44. The blade
42 has first and second arcuate sections 46 and 48 separated
by a straight section 50 where the fastening elements 44
secure the blade 42 to the rotatable shaft 40. The first and
second arcuate sections 46 and 48 curve in opposite directions
and are of size and shape to have minimum tolerance with the
perimeter of the mixing chamber 36. The blade assembly 38
is actuated by an electric motor 52 that rotates the rotatable
shaft 40 and is electrically connected to the control unit 32
such that when the control unit 32 receives an electronic
signal from the sensor 34 that the input 20 is not resting
against the frame 12 and instead is either detached or in an
open position the control unit 32 is able to stop the actuation
of'the blade assembly 38 through the motor 52.

A door 54 is disposed through a sidewall 56 of the mixing
chamber 36 to provide access to the interior of the mixing
chamber 36. A door opening device 58 that in a preferred
embodiment is a solenoid engages the door 54 and is in
electric communication with the control unit 32 in order to
control the opening and the closing of the door 54. A chute
59A and deposit tube 59B are positioned adjacent and under-
neath the door 54. In this manner when seeds 26 are
adequately mixed with the treatment chemicals within the
mixing chamber 36 the door 54 is opened and the seeds 26 fall
out through the chute 59A and tube 59B to be collected.

A fluid inlet 60 is also disposed through the sidewall 56 of
the mixing chamber 36. The fluid inlet 60 is coupled to a first
fluid conduit 62 that is coupled to a pump 64 such that a fluid
flow path is provided between the pump 64 in the mixing
chamber 36. In a preferred embodiment the pump is a positive
displacement fluid pump that is in electrical communication
with the control unit 32 to provide a predetermined amount of
fluid or chemical treatment into the mixing chamber 36. A
second fluid conduit 66 is coupled to and extends from the
pump 64 to a fluid source 68 that contains the chemical
treatment in fluid to be pumped to the mixing chamber 36.
Thus, a fluid source 68 can be a fluid reservoir to allow
continuous operation of the device 10.

In order to input information an input screen 70 that pref-
erably is a touch screen is provided that allows an individual
to manually input information pertaining to the seeds 26
placed into the input device 20. This information is then used
by the control unit 32 to determine the desired amount of
chemical treatment fluid to convey to the mixing chamber 36
to treat the seeds 26 therein. A scanner 72 can optionally be
electrically connected to the control unit 32 to provide an
additional input for the control unit 32. In particular, instead
ofutilizing the touch screen input screen 70 to input informa-
tion a scanner 72 can be utilized to read a barcode from a
package of seeds that provides information about the seeds
including the amount of seeds therein such that the control
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unit 32 calculates and determines the amount of chemical
treatment fluid that is to be conveyed to the mixing chamber
36.

In operation, an individual either utilizes the input screen
70 or scanner 72 to input the amount of seed that will be
conveyed into the mixing chamber 36. Based on this infor-
mation the control unit 32 determines the amount of chemical
treatment fluid that needs to be conveyed to the mixing cham-
ber 36. At this time an individual places the plurality of seeds
26 into the input device 20 where the seeds are stopped from
entering the mixing chamber 36 with the gate 28 until the
control unit 32 determines the mixing chamber 36 is prepared
to receive the seeds 26. At this time the actuating device 30
being controlled by the control unit 32 rotates the gate 28 to
allow the seeds 26 to pass into the mixing chamber 36. The
gate then returns back to its initial position and additional
seeds 26 can be dumped into the input 20.

At this time the control unit 32 operates the pump 64 to
convey chemical treatment fluid through the fluid inlet 60 into
the mixing chamber 36. Simultaneously the control unit 32
actuates the electric motor 52 in order to operate the blade
assembly 38 to create mixing of the seed 26 and the chemical
treatment fluid within the mixing chamber 36. Once a prede-
termined amount of mixing has occurred the motor 52 is
deactivated and the blade assembly 38 stops rotating. At this
point in time control unit 32 opens the door 54 to allow the
treated seeds to be collected. At this time the gate 28 can be
actuated again to repeat the process.

Thus presented is a seed treating device 10 that utilizes a
control unit 32 in order to pump the optimum amount of
chemical treatment fluid into a mixing chamber 36 for treat-
ing seeds 26. In this manner only a minimum amount of
chemical treatment fluid is utilized in the treating of the seeds
26. This allows for major cost savings in the use of the
chemical treatment. Further, the system is easy to use utiliz-
ing touch screen technologies and scanning system technolo-
gies to input information into the control unit 32 to control the
operation of the system 10. In addition, safety features are
provided including the sensor 34 for determining when the
input 30 is attached to the frame 12 in order to prevent opera-
tion of the blade assembly 38 unless the input device 20 is on
the frame 12. Further, by having a transparent cover 18 an
individual may observe the operation of the machine in order
to detect any malfunctioning and to ensure the device 10 is
operating appropriately. Thus, at the very least all of the stated
objectives have been met.

It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that other
various modifications could be made to the device without
departing from the spirit and scope of this invention. All such
modifications and changes fall within the scope of the claims
and are intended to be covered thereby.

What is claimed is:

1. A seed treating device comprising:

an input device having a housing with an open first end and

an open second end secured to a frame wherein the input
device is hingedly secured to the frame;

a gate element rotatably connected to the input device

within the housing;

the frame having a mixing chamber with a blade assembly

for receiving seed from the input device;

apump fluidly connected to the mixing chamber to provide

a chemical treatment into the mixing chamber; and

a control unit in electrical communication with a sensor

that detects when the input device is pivoted away from
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the frame and send an electrical signal to the control unit
to prevent operation of the blade.

2. The device of claim 1 wherein the mixing chamber has a
door electrically controlled by a control unit for dispensing
seeds.

3. The device of claim 1 further comprising a control unit
electrically controlling the pump to provide a predetermined
amount of chemical treatment to the mixing chamber.

4. The device of claim 3 wherein the control unit has a
touch screen input.

5. The device of claim 3 wherein the control unit is elec-
trically connected to a solenoid that controls the position of a
door of the mixing chamber.

6. The device of claim 3 further comprising a scanning
device electrically connected to the control unit wherein
based on information communicated from the scanning
device to the control unit the operation of the pump is altered.

7. The device of claim 3 wherein a control unit determines
the amount of chemical treatment to pump into the mixing
chamber based on the amount of seed within the mixing
chamber.

8. The device of claim 1 further comprising the gate rotat-
ably connected to an actuating device positioned in the input
device.

9. The device of claim 1 wherein when the gate is in a first
position seed cannot pass through the input device and when
in a second position seed can pass through the input device.

10. The device of claim 1 further comprising a control unit
in electrical communication with the actuating device to con-
trol the passage of seed through the input device.

11. A seed treating device comprising:

an input device having a housing detachably secured to a

frame;

a gate element positioned in the input device;

the frame having a mixing chamber with a blade assembly

for receiving seed from the input device;
apump fluidly connected to the mixing chamber to provide
a chemical treatment into the mixing chamber; and

a control unit in electrical communication with a sensor
that detects when the input device is detached from the
frame and send an electrical signal to the control unit to
prevent operation of the blade assembly in the mixing
chamber.

12. A seed treating device, comprising:

an input device having a housing secured to a frame;

a gate rotatably connected to the input device within the

housing;

a mixing chamber in communication with the input device

and having a door;

a chute in communication with the door; and

a blade assembly with a first arcuate section and a second

arcuate section separated by a straight section, wherein
the firstarcuate section and second arcuate section curve
in opposite directions.

13. The device of claim 12 wherein the door is disposed
through a sidewall of the mixing chamber.

14. The device of claim 12 further comprising a control unit
that determines as amount of chemical treatment fluid con-
veyed to the mixing chamber, controls an actuating device
that rotates the gate to allow seeds to pass into the mixing
chamber, and opens the door when mixing is completed to
collect treated seeds.



